




ATTIC began as a bit of a side project during the first Covid lockdown in
New Zealand back in 2020. A team of three spent their evenings reaching
out across their networks and pulling each edition together with the odd
assistance from a bottle of wine and more than a few martinis. Nearly two
years later and it is standing on its own two feet (or pages) with a
dedicated team, a shiny new website, a global readership and list of
regular contributors.

Individuals and businesses were impacted in all sorts of ‘weird and
wonderful’ ways by the pandemic, some impacts were far less predictable
than others. Many, including the founding team of ATTIC, found
themselves needing to find increasingly creative ways to support each
other through the challenges which at times felt pretty relentless. I am
proud that ATTIC was a project that created a bit of ‘team spirit’ in bringing
lots of interested parties together, in what can at times become an
unnecessarily competitive landscape, to support each other in the
financial crime space. Finding so many like minded supporters out there
was refreshing! Lots of people reached out to support ATTIC wanting to
bring the ‘Voice of AML’ together. They understood its intentions and the
motivations behind bringing together the stories, expertise and a healthy
dash of ‘angry ranting’ in one easily accessible place.

To be able to offer support to other businesses and individuals working in
the financial crime sector has been a privilege and an added bonus that
we didn’t anticipate. ATTIC has shown that there is room for everyone to
grow and evolve together.

As the employee/employer landscape continues to shift the challenge to
keep team members engaged, developing and perhaps most importantly
happy is continuing. Agility, innovation and having a laugh at ourselves
along the way has allowed our team to thrive. The development of ATTIC
has been more than we could have hoped for, and has allowed us to
create opportunities for our team members and partners - who now
expand across the South Pacific, Africa and Europe. The publication has
been able to truly realise its ethos - collaboration and our ability to
support others from large established organisations through to small
start-up local businesses - it has been really rewarding and we are still
early in our journey.

It is great to see ATTIC going from strength to strength and we couldn’t do
it without our supporters. Thank you to our 3,500 subscribers, to all of our
readers and contributors.
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